Sample Lessons Grade 8 Overview

Grade8 Overview
Focus. Developingthe

Skillsfor Good
Citizenship

............................................... in my state,
............................................ in my nation.

This unit emphasizes the skills and attitudes necessary to be a good citizen of
Indiana and the United States.

Key | deas:

*  Bothactions and attitudes are important for good citizenship.

* A willingnessto work hard to help one's family and community is an important
aspect of good citizenship.

*  Oneway of showing respect for othersis through good manners.

* Individuals haveresponsibility both to themselves and to others.

Key Connection to Citizenship Education:

All of the aspectsof good citizenshipinstruction cited in 1C 20-10.1-4-4.5
areincludedinthisunit. Aspectsreceiving special emphasisinclude:

»  taking persona respongbility for obligationsto family and community.

*  respecting therights of othersto have their own views and religious beliefs.
*  respecting one's parents and home.

*  respecting and taking responsibility for oneself.

Lessons:
1. Good Citizensin Indiana
2. What isaWbrk Ethic?
3.  Manners Then and Now
4. Top Fivefor Citizenship
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Culminating Activity:

Ask students to take on the role of state legislators who are concerned about
encouraging good citizenship in Indiana. Have them establish working committees
and list the elements or components of good citizenship asthey seethem. After
listing these elements, committees must consider what would most benefit the state
and their constituencies and come to consensus regarding the elements needed for
publiclaw. Following committeework, havetheentire classdevelop and voteontheir
legidation. Assessthissimulation according tothefollowing criteria: 1) student
understanding that both attitudes and actionsareimportant to good citizenship; 2) student
consideration of the needs of the community aswell astheindividual; and 3) student ability
to defineand giveexamplesof good citizenship.

Curriculum Connections.
Activitiesinthisunit will help studentsto attain academic standardsin:
Social Studies (Grade 8)

Civic Ideals and Practice - Students will:

Devel op acommitment to effective and respong ble participation in thefunctioning of

school and community organizations.

e 0bserveschool and community rulesand regulations.

»  accept responsihility for group andindividua actionsin the school and commu-
nity.

*  apply Strategiesof conflict resolution toindividual and group issues.

Current Events - Students will:

| dentify, analyze, and apply historical Situationsto current issues.

*  usesdectionsfrom primary resources, such asdiaries, letters, records, and
autobiographiesto support research efforts.

English/Language Arts (Grades 6-8) - Students will:

Writefor different purposesand audiences producing avariety of forms, including:
o persond andinformationa essays.

*  logsof ideasandinformation.

* listsandcharts.

Communicateoraly with peopleof al ageshby:

e summarizingideasand acknowledging different pointsof view.
e contributingto classdiscussions.

»  collaboratingingroups.
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Sample Lessons Grade 8 Lesson One

Grade8 Lesson One
Good Citizensin Indiana

In this lesson, students identify the actions and attitudes that characterize
good citizens in Indiana.

Key | dea:
Both actions and attitudes are important for good citizenship.
Key Connections to Citizenship Education:

Good citizens:
*  respect therights of othersto have their own views and beliefs.

Objectives:

Studentswill:

»  beabletodescribeintheir ownwordsthe actionsand attitudes of agood citizen of
Indiana.

»  accept respongbility for group andindividua actionsin the school and community.

I ntroductory Activity:

Start the lesson by compl eting the individual handout entitled “ Good Citizensin
Indiana.” Then ask studentsto work in pairsand agree ontwo actionsand attitudesfor
eachbox. Next put two pairs of studentstogether to makeagroup of four. Students must
agree ontwo in each box before meeting with another group of four to follow the same
process. Continueuntil two groupsareformed and report to the class.

Core Activities:

After hearing the two groups report, analyze their resultsto seeif one common

set of answersfor the class can bereached. Direct the discussion with the

followingquestions:

1.  Wasitdifficult toreach agreement withyour first partner? Wasit difficult to reach
agreement inthelarger groups? Why or why not?

2. Isit necessary to agree on acommon ideaof good citizenship? Why?

3. Areactionsand attitudesequally important in good citizenship, or isonemore
important than the other?
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4. Didvolunteering show up asanimportant action or attitudefor good
citizens? How important isawillingnessto hel p othersgood for citizens
inIndiana?

Additional |deas;

When students compl eted the handout from the introductory activity in their group,
they may have had differences of opinion with other group members. Ask studentsto
consider thefollowingideas. many people havedifferent pointsof view and different
beliefs. Doesthisfact influenceyour view of what good citizensdo or what attitudesthey
hold?

Evaluation/Assessment:

1. Havestudentsberesponsiblefor maintaining a“good citizens’ bulletin board
using clippings from newspapers and magazines.

2. Have studentswriteindividual essayson what it meansto be agood citizen
inIndiana. Prior to writing, develop criteriawith studentsfor ng the
essays. Both teacher and peer critiques might be used. Ask studentsto con-
sider what are someimportant aspectsof being agood citizen asthey develop their
essays. Both actionsand attitudes of agood citizen should beincluded.

Home Connection:
Keep parents informed of the purpose and activitiesinvolved in thislesson. Some
students might use newspapers to find examples of good citizensin Indiana. They
might bring articlesfrom home after discussing them with family members.

Resources:

*  Handout: “Good Citizensin Indiana’
*  Newspapersand magazines
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Sample Lessons Grade 8 Lesson One

Handout

Good CitizensinIndiana

What qualitiesdoesagood citizen in Indianahave? Writetwo for each heading.

ACTION ATTITUDES

How will we know when students are becoming better citizens? Writetwo for each heading.

ACTION ATTITUDES
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Sample Lessons Grade 8 Lesson Two

Grade8 Lesson Two

What |saWork Ethic?

Curriculum Connections: U. S. History, Indiana History, Civics, English/Language
Arts, Career Education.

Key | deas:

A willingnessto work hard to help one’sfamily and community isan important
aspect of good citizenship.

Key Connections to Citizenship Education:

Good citizens:

» adwaysdother persona best.

»  takepersond responghbility for obligationsto family and community.
*  respect their parents and home.

Objectives:

Studentswill:

*  compareand contrast thework ethic of an early Indianayoungster with
their own.

*  definetheterm, “work ethic.”

*  giveexamplesof waysthey can demonstrate astrong work ethic at home
and school.

I ntroductory Activity:

Write*WORK ETHIC” ontheboard. Ask studentsif they have ever heard theterm and
to providedefinitions. Build on students’ definitions, including theideathat agood work
ethic meanshaving apositive attitude about working hard and doing agood job. With
students, generate examplesof astrong work ethic and aweak work ethic. Thenask
studentstolist onapiece of paper their daily and weekly chores. Afterthelistis
completed, ask thefollowing questions:

Doesyour list represent aheavy burden or an easy burden?

How doesyour list comparewith othersyour age?

Why isthework you dofor your family important?

What other responsibilities do you have besides chores at home and school ?

How do you think your list compareswith the chores of young people 100
yearsago?

s wdPE
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Core Activities:

=

I ntroduce Ebenezer Sharpe, an 11-year-old boy living in Indianapolisin 1852.

2. Askstudentstoread hisdiary entriesfrom May 11, 1852, and November 11, 1852.
Asan option, read them aloud asaclass.

3. Ask studentsto recall the earlier discussion of “work ethic.” Remind them that
oneuseful definitionis: “apodtiveattitude about working hard and doing agood
job.”

4. Usethefollowing questionsto start a discussion about the idea of awork ethic:
a.  DidEbenezer Sharpe have astrong or weak work ethic? Givereasonsfor your
answer.

b. Howwouldyou compareyour work ethic with Ebenezer Sharpe’'swork ethic?
Did hework harder than you do?

c. Doyoubelievethat peoplewith astrong work ethic do better inlife? Why?

d. Whattermswould you useto describethe opposite of the phrase* strong work
ethic?’ Haveyou observed peoplewhofit thisdescription?1f so, how would you
describetheir contributionsascitizens?

e. Isastrongwork ethic necessary for good citizenship? Explainyour answer.

5. Concludethelesson by asking studentsto keep track of all the choresand activities

they carry out thenext day. Ask volunteersto sharewhat they learned fromthis

activity.

Additional |deas;

1. After recording their choresfor aday or more, ask studentsto write a paragraph
comparing and contrasting their daily activities with those of Ebenezer Sharpe.

2. Havestudentsexploretherequirementsfor ajob or profession that they would like
to pursueand writean ad for the* help wanted” pageslisting thequalificationsand
work habits needed.

Evaluation/Assessment:

Studentswill create” résumés’ indicating responsibilitiesand activitiesthey havecarried
out that haverequired astrongwork ethic. (Their résumés caninclude both volunteer and
paid activitiesat home, at school, and in the community.) Résuméswill beevauated onthe
basisof understanding of theterm “work ethic,” and their ability to apply thisconcept to

everyday life.

Home Connection:

Invite parentsor other community membersto visit the classto discusstheir jobsand the
effort their work demands. Studentsal so might ask their parentsor older family members
about chorestypically done by young peoplewhen they were growing up.
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Sample Lessons Grade 8 Lesson Two

Resources:

*  Handout: “Ebenezer Sharpe’ sDiary,” BROADSDES TheEarly Years, Document
30, IndianaHistorical Bureav.
A facsmileof thisdocument and other primary documentsin Indianahistory are
availablefromthelndianaHistorical Bureau, 408 State Library and Historical
Building, 140 North Senate, Indianapolis, Indiana46204.

b,

WASHINGTON ST,
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Hand Out

EBENEZER SHARPE'SDIARY

IndianaHistorica Bureau
BROADSDES, TheEarly Years
Document 30

Thefollowing aretranscripts of selected entriesfrom Ebenezer Sharpes sdiary. Ebenezer
livedinIndianapoliswherehisfather, Thomas, wasabusinesspartner of Calvin Fetcher.
Ebenezer began writing adiary, at hisfather’srequest, when hewas 11 yearsold. The
Sharpefamily wasfairly well-to-do, but thediary entriesgiveavauableinsightintothe
day-to-day activitiesof ayoung boy and the society inwhich helived.

May 11 1852; Wednesday

| got upthis norning at five, fed ny horse, cl eaned out ny
stabl e, and took the cows to pasture before prayers, after
prayers, eat breakfast cane i nto Bank and worked till

di nner, after dinner cane again into Bank and worked till
four, then went after the cows, and wat ered t he horse and
attended to things as usual. This evening got a new pair of
shoes, price $1.35 cts. The reason | set this down, is

because | wish to see howlong they will last nme. And then
see if they are worth the noney as the naker said t hey were,
but we cannot always rely ontheir work. | have this

eveni ng cone agai n i nto Bank to hel p Fat her do his work, |
can help himinthis way | assort all the noney, and count
it putting five hundred of the fives and upwards i n one

pil e, and ones in hundred piles, then Fat her can do his work
inabout half the timeif | did not,

Thursday November 11 1852

| got up this norning at half past five, cane i nto Bank,
copiedthe letters, Wien | had taken my cows | went to

school, | recited ny | essons perfect to day, | was kept in
t hi s eveni ng because | tal ked i n school, but as soon as |
got out, | went for ny cows but finding themnot, | cane

honme and soon as | got across Washi ngton Street | sawthem
goi ng horme, when | had eaten ny supper | cane i nto Bank and
got ny speech for tonorrow.
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Sample Lessons Grade 8 Lesson Three

Grade8Lesson Three
Mannhers Then and Now

Curriculum Connections: Civics, U.S. History, English/Language Arts, Indiana
History

Key | dea:

Good mannershavelong been, and continueto be, animportant method of showing
respect to authority and to fellow citizens.

Key Connections to Citizenship Education:

Good citizens:

» awaysdo their personal best.

*  respect authority.

» treat others the way they would want to be treated.

Objectives:

Studentswill:
*  explaintheimportanceof good mannersindaily life, both now andin the past.
»  describethelink between good manners and good citizenship.

I ntroductory Activity:

Write the word “MANNERS’ on the board. Ask students to take a piece of paper
and write three words that come to mind when they think of manners. Ask them to
dothissilently without discussing their responseswith anyonee se. After thisisfinished,
ask for volunteersto read their words and create alist on the board of wordsthat students
associatewith manners. Start adiscussion by asking what thesewordstell usabout the
importance of good mannersin everyday lifetoday.

Core Activities:

1. Ask studentsto discuss whether good manners are more or lessimportant today
than they were 100 years ago.

2. Readtogether asaclassthepagefromthediary of JuliaMerrill, writtenin 1903,
about her experiencesin school in the 1830s.

3. Askstudentstodefine“manners.” Useadictionary asneeded to comeupwitha
common definition that the class can agree upon.
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4. Discussthefollowing questionsabout JuliaMerrill’sdiary:

a

b.

C.

From reading thediary, did it appear to be unusual for young girlsinthe 1830s
toattend a“ Femaelnstitute’ ? Explain your answer.

Were good mannersimportant before the new teacherscame?

What mannerswere expected by Miss Axtell? How do these mannersdiffer
from mannersexpected at your school ?

What other mannersare expected at your school ? Makeacompletelist for
varioussettings: lunch, hallways, classroom, auditorium assemblies, principd’s
office, sportsevents, or other settings.

To what extent do students observe the expected mannersat your school ?
Isschool abetter place when good mannersaretaught and followed? Explain
your answer.

Are mannersamong students getting better or getting worseasyou reach
higher grades? Why?

Where should good mannersbetaught? At home? At school? Both?

How would you describe thelink between good mannersand good citizenship?
Isalack of good mannersat theroot of the problem of student-to-student
conflicts? Explain your answer. How can good mannershelp to avoid per-
sond conflicts?

How can peopledisagree and still use good manners?

Aregood mannersanecessary el ement in showing respect? Can onedemon-
strate respect to authority without good manners? Explain your answer.

Additional | deas:

1. Askstudentstowrite observationsof mannersfor threeto five daysat school.

2. Ask studentsto analyze their observations using three or four categories as
topics: student-to-student manners, student-to-teacher manners, student-to-
visitor manners, etc.

Evaluation/Assessment:

Students will work in small groups to demonstrate situations where they use good
manners, such asajob interview, eating out in arestaurant, making introductions, or
making apurchasein astore. Afterwards, each student will beableto explainorally orin
writing, why good mannersareimportant inthese situations.

Home Connection:

Have students write down for their families alist of good mannersthey plan to
observe at school and at home.

Resources:

e Handout: “JuliaMerrill Remembers,” BROADS DES TheEarly Years, Document
39, IndianaHistorical Bureau.
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Sample Lessons Grade 8 Lesson Three

Hand Out

JULIA MERRILL REMEMBERS

IndianaHistorical Bureau
BROADSDES, TheEarly Years
Document 39

JuliaMerrill grew upintheearly yearsof Indianapolis. Asayoungwoman, she married
CharlesW. Moores, apartner in Samuel Merrill, Jr.’sbook store and publishing company.
Charlesenlistedinthe Union Army in 1864 but died afew weekslater leaving Juliaa
widow. 1n 1903, in her later years, JuliaMerrill Mooreswrote down memoriesof her
school daysin Indianapolisduring thelate 1830s. Theonly known version of thisaccount
istyped. Itisnot knownwhether thisversionistheoriginal. Thesdectionsbelow are
based on the 1903 document. A facsimileof thisdocument isavailablefrom the Indiana
Historical Bureau, 408 State Library, 140 North Senate, Indianapolis, Indiana46204.

As | rode about ny menory went back, now nore than
sixty years, to the arrival in the country town in the
far West of Mary Jane and Harriet Axtell, to establish a
“Female Institute.” [Indiana, then, was full of corduroy
roads, nud holes, |og cabins, and no scenery except the
grand old trees which surrounded the snall towns. The
contrast with cultivated New York was great. The M ss
Axtells were daughters of a Presbyterian C ergynan.

They were bred in the strictest tenets of the Law. The

school was established in 1837. | have in ny
possession the first catal ogue issued April 1839.
There were sone one hundred and forty schol ars. Forty

seniors, sixty-six Juniors and thirty six Primaries.
The ages of the pupils ran from eight to eighteen.
Qur teachers could not have been nore than twenty or
twenty-five years old but we regarded them as

ant edi | uvi an.

Geat attention was paid to our manners. W had
been allowed to | eave the school-room- pell nell -
helter skelter, best fellow first - but Mss Axtell
required us to |l eave one at a tinme. At the door we
turned and with an el aborate courtesy, said ) “Good
evening Mss Axtell and Young Ladies. This form
caused us sone enbarrassnent and much anusenent.
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Sample Lessons Grade 8 Lesson Four

Grade8 Lesson Four

Top Fivefor Citizenship

This lesson introduces students to the citizenship qualities emphasized in state

legislation, 1C 20-10.1-4-4.5.
Key | deas:

*  Good citizenship includes both actions and attitudes and is practiced throughout
oneslife.
* Individualshaveresponsihility both to themselvesand others.

Key Connections to Citizenship Education:
*  Thel3dementsof citizenship asdescribed by |C 20-10.1-4-4.5.
Objectives:

Studentswill:
*  briefly describethe 13 qualitiesof good citizenshipin statelegidation.
*  giveexamplesof how peoplepractice good citizenship throughout their lives.

I ntroductory Activity:

Ask studentsto pretend that they are on acommittee concerned about promoting good
citizenship. Have studentswork ingroupsand list thethingsit takesto beagood citizen.
After listing these aspectsin groups, discussasaclassand cometo aconsensus about the
most important ones.

Core Activities:

1. Explainthat in 1995 the Indiana General Assembly listed the qualities of good
citizenshipinanew law. They named 13 qualities. Which of thesedid theclass
identify?

2. All 13areimportant for studentstolearnin order to begood citizens. Since students
developinterestsat different ages, somemay be moreimportant to emphasizefor
younger students, while othersmay be moreimportant for ol der students.

3. Askstudentsto usetheworksheet called “ Top Five’ to consider which arethekey
elementsat each gradelevel. Afterinitially marking the sheetindividually, work
cooperatively insmall groupsto arrive at agroup consensus.
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4. Havesudentsdevelopindividua timelinesshowing citizenship skillspresentinthelr
lives. Studentsshould illustrate each entry on thetimelinewith adescription of an
event, adrawing, photograph, or caption.

Additional Ideas:

Have students write an essay on the quality that has the greatest impact on positive
citizenshiptoday.

Evaluation/Assessment:
Assessstudents’ timelineson thebasisof thefollowing criteria: 1) examplesareprovided
to support each citizenship skill onthetimeline; and 2) timelinesdemonstratethat both
actionsand attitudesareimportant for good citizenship.

Home Connection:

K eep parentsinformed regarding the purposesand activitiesinvolved in thislesson.
Students should takehometheir citizenship timelinesto discusswith their parents.

Resources:

*  Copiesof citizenshiplegidation |C 20-10.1-4-4.5. See Resources section of this
guide.
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Sample Lessons Grade 8 Lesson Four

Handout

Top FHveWorksheet

All 13 elementsareimportant for good citizens. It may bethat some of the 13 deserve
greater emphasisfor younger studentswhile others should be emphasized at higher grades.
Consider studentsin Grades 1, 4, 8, and 12. Put starsin each columnto indicatewhich
fiveyouthink should beemphasized for eachlevel.

Elements Gradel Grade4 Grade8 Gradel?2

1. Honesty andtruthfulness

2.  Respecting authority

3. Respecting property

4. Doing on€e's personal best

5. Not stealing

6. Peacefully settling disputes

7. Responsibility for family
and community.

8. Responsibility for earning
alivelihood.

9. Treating others asone would like
to be treated.

10. Respect for the Flag, the
Condtitution of theU.S., and
the Constitution of Indiana

11. Respect for one’s parents and home

12. Respect for one's self

13. Respecting others viewsand
religiousbeliefs.
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